Ordered structure of the epidermis.
Recent reports on the ordered structure of the epidermis are reviewed. The regular relationship between Langerhans cells and cell columns in the mouse is not typical of the epidermis of other animals. The pattern of mitotic activity previously described in mouse epidermis has also been demonstrated in the hamster, which suggests control of keratinocyte activity rather than the exclusion of keratinocytes from the central region beneath cell columns. These findings are discussed in relation to mechanisms which may be responsible for the formation of cell columns.